Access conditions are crucial: comment on Lynch and Carroll (2001).
W. J. Lynch and M. E. Carroll (2001) sought to identify factors that control drug intake, that is, factors that decrease the avidity of drug seeking and drug taking while drug is obviously available. The review provides updated information about factors that regulate drug intake and a heuristic framework for future studies of regulatory processes throughout the natural history of a substance abuse disorder. In particular, the review suggests a productive framework for studies of transitions from early drug use to later abusive use. Forceful identification of factors that control the avidity of drug seeking and drug taking under the controlled conditions of the laboratory may encourage development of therapeutic interventions that capitalize on these factors for successful treatment of human drug abuse. Extending the analysis of regulation of intake to include factors that can be manipulated to reorganize behavior may improve the design of interventions to treat drug abuse.